2+ is well documented [2] . In both molecules, the uranium ion sits at the wider entrance of the conical receptor with one U-Cl vector placed inside the cavitand. In each case, the linear PO=U=OP fragment is parallel to the plane defined by the eight oxygen atoms of the resorcinarene skeleton. All uranium metal ions lie in an octahedral environment with trans disposed phosphoryl oxygen atoms. The U···OP distances (2.312(5) Å and 2.322(5) Å in the U VI com-Z. Kristallogr. NCS 226 (2011) 91-96
plex) lie in the range found in other uranyl-(phosphine oxide) complexes [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] . The endo oriented U-Cl bonds length are somewhat shorter than the exo ones. For example, in the U VI complex the corresponding U-Cl bond lengths are 2.568(2) Å and 2.687(2) Å.The observed difference may be interpreted in terms of weak bonding interactions between the exo Cl atom and aromatic hydrogen atoms (PPh) of an eighbouring molecule. The two complexes described herein constitute the first examples of uranyl moieties entrapped in amolecular cavity. (7) 0.040 (7) 0.017 (5) 
